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which he had just started to write for the Home University Library* and
impelled him to write and publish a book on the redrawing of the poli-
tical map of the World in a forthcoming peace-settlement.2 After that,
the financial pressure of rising prices on the budget for a growing family
completed his education in intellectual action by driving him into
journalism as fuel for * pot-boiling*. He had been saved so as by fire,3
and he had found this salvation by making the simple discovery that his
curiosity had been given to him, not in order to be turned loose to eat
its head off on the pastures of a boundless prairie, but in order to be
harnessed and put to work. When once he had embarked on a literary
enterprise with a plan that determined its shape and with a shape that
delimited its contents, he had found an intellectual talisman that had
power to ban the demonic subconscious psychic force which had been
tormenting him so long as he had been allowing himself to remain its
slave instead of insisting upon making himself its master. In Hellenic
language, he had succeeded in setting a limit (rrepas) to a previously un-
limited chaos (TO aireipov) which Hellenic minds had rightly abominated
because they had correctly discerned that, at any moment, it might
flood in upon them and overwhelm them.

By A.D. 1952, thirty-seven years and more after this decisive turn in
the course of his intellectual life in A.D. 1913-15, the writer had long since
worked out for himself an intellectual regimen that was the inverse of the
course that he had followed in A.D. 1909-13. He had accustomed him-
self since then to making writing, not reading, the first charge on his
time and energy. The reading and travelling that were requisite pre-
parations for this writing had been left to fend for themselves; but at the
same time the writer had learnt not to be so improvident as ever to give
himself an excuse for suspending the hard labour of intellectual creation
in order to indulge in the softer options of travelling and reading through
having permitted himself to neglect to make the necessary intellectual
preparations betimes. He had formed a habit of prompting himself to
gather the required information a sufficient number of months or years
ahead of the date at which he expected to reach the corresponding points
in his agenda to ensure that the continuous flow of writing should never
have to be checked.

In thus giving his intellectual energy an ever-open vent in action, this
adult regimen had liberated him from the painful tyranny of a curiosity
which, before it had been thus bitted and bridled, had been apt to be
the more insatiable in its demands the more lavishly he had indulged it.
Since A.D. 1916 he had been practising the trick of blunting the edge of
any residual craving by keeping an amateur bibliographical card index of
published works in, the field of History interpreted in the broadest sense;
but he had always taken care to confine this side-line of his intellectual
activity within limits very far short of any professional pretension to
exhaustiveness; for the appalling spectacle of the debauchery of potenti-
ally creative minds had soon taught him that a collector's mania to
inscribe ad libitum dates, titles, and names of authors and publishers on

1 See p, 32, above.
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